Amateur Sets Record With 47 Strikes in a ROW! 

Sometimes you're just on a roll, you're feeling good and everything is clicking exactly how it should be. Tommy Gollick, of Swatara Township, Pennsylvania knows just how that feels after his May 11th performance at the Red Crown Bowling Center. That night he set the national bowling record for consecutive strikes, rolling a remarkable 47 STRAIGHT strikes, besting the previous record of 40, set in 1986.

Even more astonishing, Gollick chose to STOP, he might have continued on indefinitely, but he had played his 4 games and was done for the night and opted to finish instead.

At the Red Crown for his league night, Gollick scored an extremely respectable 279 in his first game, before going on to roll three straight perfect games.

“It got kind of quiet," said Gollick, 32, "It was a league night, and all but two of the 24 lanes were being used. Nobody was really bowling when I was finishing up the last game there. It was something. I had gotten the house record, 35 [strikes] in a row. I loosened up quite a bit, because my goal had been to beat the house record. I knew there was something that was going to stand, so that took pressure off. I never thought I’d shoot another 300.

"I was in an attitude of acceptance. As soon as I got that pressure out of my head, it was just like, 'Now I can just go ahead and bowl.' It was one of those nights when I could see everything and could see how the lane was changing, and I could make my adjustments.”

Don't expect to see Gollick on the PBA Tour anytime soon though, he runs a print-shop for a non-profit and while he competes in amateur tournaments occasionally, he has no interest in becoming a full-time professional bowler, particularly since the money isn't especially fantastic.

In the meanwhile, Gollick just wants to relax, let his record stand and then to go about the rest of his life as it was, saying: "I definitely need to accept that people are excited about what I did, and then I need to go on and bowl.”

A Swatara Township bowler sets a national record with 47 consecutive strikes

On May 11, Tommy Gollick did the unthinkable. 

While bowling at the Red Crown Bowling Center in Swatara Township, Gollick bowled 47 strikes in a row. He set a national record, besting the previous mark of 40 strikes in 1986. 

And after bowling 47 strikes in a row, Gollick did perhaps the only thing even more unimaginable: He stopped. 

It’s not that he fell short when attempting to extend the streak to 48. He had bowled four games, and he was done. 

He also said he never thought of continuing to roll the ball just to see how many more strikes he could get. The game, he said, was over.

“He quit,” said Karl Schweitzer, who owns Trindle Bowl. “I kind of thought he would keep going, just to see how many more he could get. He might have hit 10 more. Who knows?” 

Gollick said he is still mostly calm about breaking a national record, mostly because he still doesn’t quite believe it himself. 

That night, Gollick scored 279 on his first game, a score that would send any hobby or league-grade bowler home smiling. 

Gollick then bowled perfect scores on his next three games. 

“It got kind of quiet,” said Gollick, a 32-year-old from Swatara Township. “It was a league night, and all but two of the 24 lanes were being used. Nobody was really bowling when I was finishing up the last game there. It was something.” 

Gollick said he was pretty tense until after he had rolled his second 300-point, perfect game.

“I had gotten the house record, 35 [strikes] in a row. I loosened up quite a bit, because my goal had been to beat the house record. I knew there was something that was going to stand, so that took pressure off. I never thought I’d shoot another 300.” 

He was sure that every strike would be his last.

"I was in an attitude of acceptance. As soon as I got that pressure out of my head, it was just like, ‘Now I can just go ahead and bowl,’” he said. “It was one of those nights when I could see everything and could see how the lane was changing, and I could make my adjustments.” 

So, why isn’t a guy who can roll 47 consecutive strikes a pro bowler? 

He plays in regional tournaments, where he sometimes wins $2,500 or so, which, he says, is a nice augmentation to his regular job. He runs a print shop for a nonprofit. 

But pro bowling isn’t like pro football, where you get a big paycheck no matter how well your team does. 

“In bowling, if you don’t win, you don’t get a paycheck,” Gollick said. 

When Gollick, who was born in New Cumberland, was a boy, his mother would take him along for league practice and competition at a little six-lane bowling alley in Hummelstown. He would sleep on a bench, the thunder of the lanes and the crash of pins his lullaby. 

Gollick has been working on his game since age 5. He said the man who owned the bowling alley where his mom used to take him gave him a set of old pins and a ball.

“I would set them up in my grandmother’s driveway. I played with them nonstop,” he said.

“He played all the sports when he was little,” said Jan Gulick, 51, Tommy’s mom. “But bowling was always his favorite. He would be in the outfield at the T-ball games, and he’d be out there practicing his bowling forms, oblivious to what was going on in the game.” 

Gollick said he plays in every competition he can. And he coaches a youth bowling league at Trindle Bowl in the Mechanicsburg area. 

“He’s committed to the game,” said John Rogers, 71, who is in the same bowling league as Gollick. “He is dedicated to the game and to making himself better at it. And it’s paying off.” 

Gollick said he does not want to be at the center of attention.

“I definitely need to accept that people are excited about what I did,” he said. “And then I need to go on and bowl.” 

