



January 1, 2012
Preston S Johnson
Envisioning Youth Empowerment Retreat
The Governor Morehead School Alumni Association
301 Ashe Ave. 

Raleigh, NC 27606

Dear Sir or Madame:
The Envisioning Youth Empowerment Retreat, or EYE Retreat as we have affectionately nicknamed it, is a summer youth camp dedicated to the empowerment, education, and future success of young blind and visually impaired people. Our program works toward achieving this goal by teaching our participants some of the challenges of the real world, allowing and encouraging them to interact and learn from mentors, and allowing them access to the tools they will need to be successful on their own.  We do this through exposing them to the culture of a metropolitan city, experiencing a post secondary school, workplaces and entrepreneurship. 
Similar to other dedicated non-profit organization, we have volunteers who help to significantly reduce our operating costs, but we still need help in order to continue to provide the type of experience that will enable these blind youths to become successful and productive members of society one day. We are requesting a donation of funds, gift certificates or snacks to help lower our cost of hosting this week long camp. 
The Governor Morehead School Alumni Association is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization.  There will be opportunities for advertising, recruitment, and publicity for our sponsors.  Any and all donations will be gratefully appreciated and tax deductible. I am including an attachment with additional information about our leaders and the other coordinators.

If you have any questions or comments please feel free to contact me or another member of our leadership team.
With sincere thanks,
Alan A. Chase, B.S.
Program Coordinator

910-612-2220

achase11@nc.rr.com
Coordinator:  Mr. Alan Chase is the retreat coordinator.  This is his 5th year organizing conferences for youth with disabilities.  Alan has held numerous leadership positions with the National Youth Leadership Network and Delta Sigma Omicron.  He also serves as a member of the UNC-CH Post Secondary Education Alliance, the UNC Pembroke Special Education Advisory Council, and the North Carolina Emergency Transition Advisory Board.  Alan holds a professional membership and serves on the Board of Directors for the NC Association for the Education and Rehabilitation of the Blind and Visually Impaired.  Mr. Chase is a special education teacher for the Wake County Public School System.  He is currently in his final semester of a Master’s Degree in Special Education at North Carolina State University.  Mr. Chase is responsible for the overall operation of the retreat including programming, schedules, budgets, and administrative duties.
Assistant Coordinator:  Mr. Brice Smith is a senior at North Carolina State University majoring in public relations.  He was born with a visual impairment and attended the Wake County Public School System.  He has held leadership positions with the North Carolina Association of Blind Students and the North Carolina Federation of the Blind.  Brice is currently completing a internship in public relations here in Raleigh.  He is responsible for providing administrative support to the Coordinator and managing daytime activities.  

Assistant Coordinator:  Mr. Preston S Johnson was born in Annapolis, MD, on January 12th 1979, to Leslie Johnson Sr., a Marine and an electrician, and Diane Johnson, a school teacher. Being the son of a school teacher, Preston was quite intelligent but possessed more of an entrepreneurial spirit than the attitude of a scholar. After receiving his high school diploma, Preston began a career in the restaurant and hospitality business. While managing the kitchen in a retirement home in Florida, Preston began to notice problems with his vision. After going to the doctor to have his fears confirmed he realized that he was going blind due to diabetic retinopathy. Not knowing what to do Preston turned to God. After many prayers and surgeries, Preston moved to Raleigh, North Carolina, where he connected with other inspiring blind people and is currently back in school in the culinary program at Wake Technical Community College. He hopes to open a halfway house and a soup kitchen one day.  




