Changes to Raleigh's School for the Blind concern alumni

Alumni at the Governor Morehead School for the Blind are wary about a proposal to make the Raleigh school a satellite campus of the Eastern North Carolina School for the Deaf in Wilson.

 “Will we be protected long-term and will we be able to experience parental choice that will allow  for growth in the enrolment at the school?” asks  Morehead alumni James Benton.

Benton is also the chairman of the mayor’s committee for persons with disabilities in Raleigh.

About 50 visually impaired students currently live at the Morehead residential campus.

Some fear the consolidation could diminish the quality of the education there.

“Will the administrators at the School for the Deaf in Wilson be knowledgeable on the services and resources that visually impaired students need,” asks school alum Alan Chase, who now teaches disabled youngsters in Wake County.

Chase also worries that the Morehead school might not always stay a satellite campus.

‘We haven’t heard any guarantees that they’ll remain here. Is this just the beginning to at some point, move them to Wilson or Morganton and do away with this campus altogether?” he asked.

When the public hearings were held asking for input into the decision to close either the Raleigh, Wilson or the Morganton sites, folks were told the decision would be made around mid-January.

With the decision coming in mid-November, NBC-17 wanted to know if advocates for the school thought the decision had been made too quickly.

“The process has been on-going for several months,” said James Benson.

“I think there has been a lot of time put into the research,” he declared.

If the General Assembly concurs with the Department of Public Instructions decision, the change will take place June 1.
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