Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Carolina Bowling Alliance

June 19, 2010

Members of the Carolina Bowling Alliance met in Greensboro, NC on Saturday, June 19 at the home of Lonnie and Anita Cunningham.  

After a hearty breakfast which included an assortment of breakfast casseroles, French toast, fruit, juice and coffee the meeting was called to order by President Wendell Williamson at 11 a.m. Representatives from Winston-Salem, Greensboro, Durham and Raleigh along with several guests were present. A quorum based on the 4 largest leagues being present was established. 

We quickly moved through officer reports and found our records to be in order. Jeff Tucker, treasurer for CBA, provided up-to-date copies of his report which included bank statements. 

It was decided that changes which would enhance the organization would be discussed under new business. These items included the following:  

1. All officers will remain in their current positions through July 31 of 2011. When the elections occur next June, the newly elected officers will begin their terms on August 1, 2011, with the term expiring on July 31, 2012. This change will align our business year with the American Blind Bowlers Association, which is the national body that all of our leagues are sanctioned through. Therefore, the officers who will serve through July 31, 2011 are as follows: Wendell Williamson, President; Joyce Spencer, Vice-President; Eric Cunningham, Secretary; Jeff Tucker, Treasurer; Terrell Jones, Tournament Director; and Anita Cunningham, Youth Coordinator. 

2. The next major item was a recommendation to increase our membership dues of $3 to $6 annually. This increase will specifically enable us to accomplish some very special goals. Our general fund will now receive $3 per person instead of $2. These funds are used to promote bowling throughout our region by paying for the website, providing funding for the CBA Tournament and Shootout, and reimbursements for outreach efforts across the region. We are also able to secure used rails for new leagues with money from the general fund. 

$1 will go to the Youth Bowling Program. This is a continuation of the amount previously set to fund the Youth Bowling Program. Youth tournaments are offered during all state tournaments. In 2011 we hope to be able to present our first state-wide youth bowling tournament. 

The remaining $2 will fund an awards program which will be developed with input from all leagues throughout CBA. At the conclusion of the 2010-2011 bowling season the league secretaries will forward information to Lonnie Cunningham of Greensboro who will be the chair of the awards committee. The awards committee will select most outstanding bowlers and recognize bowlers who have performed in an exceptional way. These bowlers will be recognized at a specified time during the following CBA Tournament and Shootout. This is a great opportunity to celebrate excellence from within our own organization. 

3. We also cleared the way for our organization to become licensed as a non-profit with the state of North Carolina. This process will require that adjustments be made to our by-laws. Our by-laws committee has been appointed and they will begin the rigorous task of redrafting the by-laws very soon. Mike Rush of Raleigh will chair this committee. 

4. The last thing that we covered was upcoming tournament sites. We have had difficulty securing a hotel in the city of Greenville, NC; therefore our organization has established contacts, rates and availability for the following 3 cities: Myrtle Beach, SC; Wilmington, NC; and Burlington, NC. 

The organization voted to take this year’s tournament to Myrtle Beach The city of Wilmington will receive the tournament in 2013. This could be reversed if we develop any sort of difficulty during final negotiations. We already have commitments for the 2011 tournament, which will be held in Virginia Beach, VA and for the 2012 tournament, which will be hosted by the Raleigh Outlaws. 

The meeting adjourned at 12:30 p.m. at which point all participants waited for the second course to be prepared. We enjoyed fresh fried fish, chicken wings, pasta salad, deviled eggs, watermelon and rum cake and homemade chocolate cheesecake for dessert. After a great meeting and great food we retired to adult beverages and prepared to travel home. 

The Carolina Bowling Alliance would like to thank Lonnie and Anita for their incredible hospitality. Hosting a group of our size is never easy, but they do it with grace and with a great sense of pride. We are all blessed that they are willing to serve in this capacity. 

